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The All-in-One Advantage
Forte Implant Center
by Tina Cauller

Dental implants are frequently the best solution for a
patient with one or more missing teeth. With proper
care, implants have proven to have a high rate of suc-

cess, but a successful outcome requires that every step of treat-
ment is carefully planned and integrated into the overall goal. The
process requires an experienced interdisciplinary team, and all
members must communicate clearly and effectively with each
other to successfully meet the patient’s aesthetic and functional
expectations. Typically, the patient is referred by a restorative
dentist for evaluation and treatment by multiple specialists in
preparation for the implant, a process that is usually completed
over many visits to several different offices. Because so many dif-
ferent providers are involved, total procedure costs are difficult
to project up front, and final results are affected by the perform-
ance of several different entities. 

To Dr. Lee Fitzgerald, a leading implant dentist, the typical multi-
office approach seemed unnecessarily inefficient, inconvenient,
and unpredictable. In 2006, Dr. Fitzgerald began offering single
location implant care at the Fitzgerald Dental Implant Center. In
2012, he established the Forte Implant Center to add another

important component that would allow him to share what he had
learned over 28 years in practice. At this unique facility, 
Dr. Fitzgerald mentors dental professionals and provides training
focused on his innovative philosophy and approach to dental
implant treatment. The seminars offered at the Center have
helped dentists elevate their understanding of implant treatment
to the next level.

Planning for a more predictable outcome

Recognizing the important benefits of controlling the numerous
variables in the implant process, Dr. Fitzgerald sought to assem-
ble an experienced team, as well as the latest diagnostic imaging
technology, a surgical facility, and laboratory services all under
one roof, so treatment could be efficiently coordinated to ensure
predictable outcomes and maximize convenience for both the
restorative dentist and the patient. Establishing the Center as a
total service provider helps control costs and simplifies accurate
pricing projection. 

“Because my goal is to consistently deliver patients’ and other
dentists’ expectations, I found it less than ideal not to have control

Dr. Lee Fitzgerald and Dallas periodontist Dr. Eduardo Tanur work together to create a top-notch experience for dental implant patients. 

NORTH TEXAS DENTISTRY    |    www.northtexasdentistry.com6



over all the ‘moving parts’ of the implant equation,” notes 
Dr. Fitzgerald. “Creating the Center was a perfect match to my
own perfectionist nature and the answer to my concerns about
achieving consistent, predictable outcomes.”

The Forte Implant Center brings together all of the disciplines
necessary to provide a successful, natural-looking implant in a
single location specially designed and equipped for dental implant
treatment. The Center includes a state-of-the-art Kodak 9500
cone beam 3D imaging system, which provides essential diagnos-
tic information and enables precise planning. The office is the first
in Texas to have this Kodak system, which combines mid field and
large field imaging capabilities to offer superior image quality
with minimal radiation exposure. 

Tailoring treatment

The Forte Implant Center provides a full range of cosmetic,
implant dentistry and periodontal services, including crowns,
veneers and bonding, full and partial dentures, crown lengthen-
ing, bone and sinus grafting, dental implants, and implant-sup-
ported dentures. Dallas periodontist Dr. Eduardo Tanur has been
with Dr. Fitzgerald since 2009, adding his surgical expertise in
order to create a top-notch experience for dental implant patients. 

Dr. Fitzgerald made the decision early on to offer a customizable
approach to partnering with restorative dentists on implant cases.
As he explains, “Our practice is unique in that we can and do pro-
vide implant treatment from start to finish, but we tailor our
involvement to suit the dentist’s preferences. We can support the
dentist’s implant practice at any level – from only a scan, to plac-
ing an implant, to providing complete implant treatment and edu-
cation starting with diagnostic evaluation and imaging and
carrying through to the finished restoration.” 

Sometimes, supporting a dentist’s goals involves additional train-
ing to expand upon their current capabilities. Consequently, the
facility was designed with education as a high priority from its
inception. “This facility is specially equipped to enable us to host
dentists who want to learn more about the nuances of proper
diagnosis, treatment planning and implant restoration to aug-
ment their implant practice. We also provide training for restora-
tive dentists and specialists in the surgical phase of implant
treatment,” notes Dr. Fitzgerald.

A unique learning opportunity

Dr. Fitzgerald adds, “The new instructional facility includes a spe-
cial training and presentation area outfitted with two surgical
suites designed for live demonstrations and audiovisual technol-
ogy that allows us to offer hands-on training seminars to groups
of dentists and laboratory staff. An intraoral camera enables
attendees to view live video of the procedure in close detail on a
large screen in an adjoining lecture area, while simultaneously lis-
tening to the instructor.”

The Forte Implant Center provides instruction centered on Nobel
Biocare implants and techniques, including All-on-4, a treatment
concept developed to provide edentulous patients with an efficient
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The Forte Implant Center is specially equipped to enable the training of dentists who want to learn more about the nuances of proper diagnosis, 
treatment planning and implant restoration to augment their implant practices.

Drs. Fitzgerald and Tanur restored this smile with the All-on-4 procedure.



NORTH TEXAS DENTISTRY    |    www.northtexasdentistry.com8

and effective restoration using four implants to support an imme-
diately loaded full arch prosthesis. For referring dentists who reg-
ularly work with Dr. Fitzgerald and Dr. Tanur, there is no cost for
restorative training or cone beam imaging at the Center. 

Dr. Fitzgerald points out, “We made the decision to offer courses
in implant dentistry in order to help dentists learn how to fully
rehabilitate their patients and enjoy the rewards of directly con-
tributing to their health and happiness. At the same time, our
courses help them to take their practices to the next level. While
many in the dental implant education field focus solely on the sur-
gical phase of the process, Forte Implant Center takes a well-
rounded approach, teaching dentists how to perfect the
restoration phase as well.”

An onsite advantage

In the earliest stages of designing the Center, Dr. Fitzgerald
decided to include a fully equipped onsite laboratory to ensure
optimal quality, efficiency, cost effectiveness, and predictability.
Dental assistant Mario Epigmenio notes, “There are very few in-
house labs like ours. It is a rare advantage to be able to talk
directly with our patients, and I have seen how relieved they are
that their concerns are being heard and understood. As a trained
surgical assistant, I can visualize firsthand exactly how the final
implant must look and function, rather than relying on written
instructions. This direct communication not only boosts patient
confidence, it helps ensure an ideal result.”

Dana Guild, the Center’s senior laboratory technician, has worked
with Dr. Fitzgerald since 1990. Dana owned her own lab for many
years and is trained at the Masters Level. She knows and trains
extensively with some of the world’s most renowned ceramists.
Another talented dental technician, Kris Hanks-Elliott, joined the
laboratory team in 2002, having honed her skills in both com-
mercial and private labs.

Both the 3D CBCT imaging system and the onsite laboratory,
which utilizes the latest techniques and materials, are critical
ingredients in obtaining the best possible result. NobelGuide
planning software allows the team to create highly accurate sur-
gical guides based on 3D scans of the implant site. This ensures
that the implant can be restored in the most functional and aes-
thetic way.

The laboratory adheres to the highest aesthetic standards, and the
laboratory staff’s exceptional artistry contributes to a highly nat-
ural looking restoration. “Reproducing the look of natural tissue

The Center includes a state-of-the-art Kodak 95 cone beam scanner
imaging system, which provides essential diagnostic information and
enables precise planning.

The instructional facility includes a special training and presentation area outfitted with two surgical suites designed for live
demonstrations and audiovisual technology that allows for hands-on training seminars to groups of dentists and laboratory staff.
The Center provides instruction centered on Nobel Biocare implants and techniques, including All-on 4.



requires duplicating the variations in color and texture that occur
in nature,” Dana notes. “Natural teeth also have complex varia-
tions in translucency and color. Attention to this level of visual
detail is important if the restoration is to look natural.” Another
advantage of the onsite lab is added efficiency. “We can make any
necessary shade or contour adjustments immediately instead of
having the patient back for another seat appointment.”

The laboratory is an important factor in the function and
longevity of dental implants. “To ensure quality, there are several
people overseeing production and we don’t take any shortcuts,”
Mario explains. “We also use the most advanced materials and
techniques. For example, rather than relying on cast bars, which
can be subject to breakage, we mill each bar from a block of tita-
nium. With a milled, one-piece structure, there are no solder
joints resulting from separate segments being laser-welded
together, and no fractures, cracks, or porosities associated with
the lost wax technique used to produce cast metal bars so the
long-term reliability of the prosthesis is improved.” 

Connecting with patients 

Dr. Fitzgerald and his team begin building a foundation for long-
term success and patient satisfaction from the first contact.
“Today’s marketplace is different,” he notes. “Typically, patients
have researched options online and are fairly well informed when
they come in for their initial visit. Often, they have already made a
decision before their first phone call. Our role is to be an informa-
tional resource. By genuinely listening to their concerns and sin-
cerely connecting with them to explore the options for treatment,
we can offer a treatment plan that matches their expectations. 

Laura Villareal, patient coordinator at the Center, points out,
“Patients are thrilled by the convenience of having every phase of
their treatment all in one office. Repeated contact also gives us an
opportunity to build a rapport with them, which really helps to put
them at ease when they come here.”

Dr. Fitzgerald adds, “Patients are busy, so we make sure we respect
them by doing things in a timely fashion. We pay special attention
to any scheduling limitations they have, and work with our out-of-
town patients to make treatment as convenient as possible.”
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Dana Guild, the Center’s senior laboratory technician, has worked with
Dr. Fitzgerald since 1990 and is trained at the Masters Level.

NobelGuide planning software allows the team to create highly accu-
rate surgical guides based on 3D scans of the implant site.

Sincerely connecting with patients to explore the options enables the
team to develop a treatment plan that matches their expectations.



Taking the long view

With proper care, dental implants can be expected to last a life-
time. In order to ensure that a patient falls on the right side of the
reported 99% success rate, practitioners must carefully consider
every aspect of implant treatment and its effect on the future.
Implant longevity depends on diagnostic accuracy, thorough
planning, experienced treatment and vigilant, ongoing care. 
In order to provide the highest level of aftercare, Dr. Fitzgerald
provides follow up examinations to chart progress and monitor
the implant. 

Dr. Fitzgerald notes, “An implant is neither a quick fix nor an
insignificant investment. We believe that our patients deserve a
high-end experience in exchange for their investment of time and
money. We firmly believe that maintaining an ongoing, long-term
relationship with each implant patient helps to ensure lasting
implant success.”

Forte Implant Center is located at 424 Maplelawn Drive in Plano,
Texas. For more information, call (972) 612-7800 or visit
www.forteimplantcenter.com.
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Lee Fitzgerald, DDS, FAGD, FICOI, FICD
Dr. Fitzgerald graduated from Baylor College of
Dentistry in 1985. He completed his Externship in
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Southwestern
Medical School. In 2006, he graduated from the
Medical College of Georgia School of Dentistry’s
Implant Maxi Course.

Dr. Fitzgerald is a Diplomate of the American
Board of Oral Implantology/ Implant Dentistry, Fel-

low of the International Congress of Oral Implantologists, Associate Fellow
of the American Academy of Implant Dentistry, and a Fellow of the Acad-
emy of General Dentistry. He maintains his practice at the Fitzgerald Dental
Implant Center — an all-in-one office that includes general dentistry, CBCT
scanning, surgery, and lab services under one roof.

In 2012, he founded the Forte Implant Center in Plano, Texas, and currently
serves as its director. The Center presents seminars, live surgeries and
hands-on training to promote continuing education for dental professionals
nationwide.

Eduardo Tanur, DDS, MS
Dr. Tanur received his MS in Periodontics from
Baylor College of Dentistry. He is a Board Certified
Periodontist and maintains his private practice lim-
ited to periodontics and implant dentistry in Dallas.
He is a former faculty member at Baylor College
of Dentistry and lectures nationally and interna-
tionally on periodontics and implants.

Dr. Fitzgerald and Dr. Tanur with the energetic and caring team of the Forte Implant Center.

FORTE IMPLANT CENTER presents
Beyond All-on-4 with Dr. Edmond Bedrossian

Saturday, October 26    8 am - 4 pm 7 CE credits
To register, call Laura at (972) 612-7800  

or email laura@dallasdentist.com
www.forteimplantcenter.com


